
MASTER of Arts HES-SO en Design
Study Plan for the Media Design Specialization 2026–2027

SEMESTER 1  30 ECTS
6 ECTS

1MaDe11 Research Training 1 3
1MaDe12 Cross-Disciplinary Workshop 1 – Everyday Interactions 3

9 ECTS
1MaCH11 Elective Workshop 1 – Field Observation & User Research Fundamentals 6
1MaCH12 Elective Workshop 2 – Design Strategy 3

15 ECTS
Interactive futures :
Advanced Interaction Design 
Creative Coding & Future Web
Media Ecologies & AI Ethics

SEMESTER 2 30 ECTS
6 ECTS

1MaDe21 Research Training 2 3
1MaDe22 Cross-Disciplinary Workshop 2 > Week of all possible 3

9 ECTS
1MaCH21 Elective Workshop 3 – Conversational Interfaces 6
1MaCH22 Elective Workshop 4 – Low-Tech Systems 3

15 ECTS
Embodied Interactions : 
Human–AI Interaction 15
Post-Screen Interactions
Master Project Field Research

SEMESTER 3
6 ECTS

2MaDe11 Research Training 3 3
1MADe32 Cross-Disciplinary Workshop 3 – Everyday Interactions 3

9 ECTS
2MaCH11-2 Elective Workshop 5 – Professional Positioning & Industry Insights 6
2MaCH12-2 Elective Workshop 6 – Professional Practices & Studio Management 3

15 ECTS

Internship
July – August – September. Depending on its duration, an internship may replace one or more of the 
following modules: the shared HEAD–ECAL modules and/or the modules shared across multiple 
specializations.

3 to 15

15 ECTS
Professional Practice & Diploma Project : 
Semester Project 1 – MA Thesis (Theory) 15
Semester Project 2 – MA Thesis (Practical Project)

SEMESTER 4 30 ECTS
30 ECTS

2MaDe21 Master’s Thesis 1 – Written Thesis 9
2MaDe22 Master’s Thesis 2 – Practical Project 21

Master’s Thesis Modules (Shared HEAD – ECAL)

Shared Modules HEAD - ECAL

Elective Modules Shared by the HEAD Master's programs in Design

Media Design Track Module

1MaDeOMD21

Elective Modules Shared by the HEAD Master's programs in Design

Media Design Track Module

2MaDeOMD11

30 ECTS
Shared Modules HEAD - ECAL

Internship Module

Shared Modules HEAD - ECAL

Elective Modules Shared by the HEAD Master's programs in Design

Media Design Track Module

1MaDeOMD11 15
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